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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
05/05/2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale In this country, nnore than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 6, 7, 12, 14, 16-18, 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Dutta (US 5,599,086). 

Dutta discloses vehicle overhead module powerstrip assembly comprising: at 
least one overhead attachment strip (18) configured to couple to a vehicle overhead 
structure; at least one electrically conductive strip (50) coupled to the at least one 
attachment strip; and a plurality of modular connector (at 54,56, see col. 2 lines 55-57), 
each comprising a plurality of electrical contacts having a plurality of attachment 
positions (Fig. 1 ) along the at least one electrically conductive strip, the plurality of 
modular connector removable from the conductive strip (col.4 lines 28-29), positioned 
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interchangeable with each other, and configured to couple an overhead electronic 
module (24) to the at least one electrically conductive strip. 

Regarding claims 2 and 3, Dutta discloses the at least one attachment strip being 
a single extruded component; comprising at least one flange (not labeled, Figs. 2 and 3) 
that covers at least a portion of the at least one electrically conductive strip. 

Regarding claim 6, Dutta discloses the at least one attachment strip applying 
pressure on the at least one modular connector to maintain electrical contact between 
the at least one electrically conductive strip and the at least one modular connector. 

Regarding claim 7, Dutta discloses the at least one electrically conductive strip 
comprising a positively charged electrically conductive strip (50) and a negatively 
charged electrically conductive strip (52). 

Regarding claim 12, Dutta discloses the plurality of electrical contacts being 
slidable along the at least one electrically conductive strip. 

Regarding claim 14, Dutta discloses the at least one modular connector 
comprises at least one insulator separating the plurality of electrical contacts; and the 
insulator comprising a plurality of module attachment holes (see the following figure). 
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Regarding claim 16, Dutta discloses a vehicle overhead console comprising: at 
least one track (62); a plurality of overhead console modules (24) transitional and 
position interchangeable along the at least one track; and at least one vehicle overhead 
module powerstrip assembly (54,56) comprising: at least one overhead attachment strip 
(18) configured to couple to a vehicle overhead structure; at least one electrically 
conductive strip (50,52) coupled to the at least one attachment strip; and a plurality of 
removable and modular connector (at 54,56) coupled to the overhead modules and 
comprising a plurality of electrical contacts (54,56) having a plurality of attachment 
positions along the at least one electrically conductive strip, the plurality of modular 
connector configured to couple and allow separation of the plurality of overhead 
electronic modules (coL4 lines 28-29) to and from the at least one electrically 
conductive strip. 

Regarding claim 17, Dutta discloses the at least one overhead attachment strip 
being coupled to the at least one track via at least one fastening device (70). 

Regarding claim 18, Dutta discloses the at least one electronic module having an 
infinite number of module positions relative to the track (Fig.1 ) and receives power from 
the at least one electrically conductive strip in each of the module positions. 

Regarding claim 23, Dutta discloses the modules comprising a plurality of 
electronic modules. 

Regarding claim 24, Dutta discloses a vehicle overhead console comprising: at 
least one track (62); at least one vehicle overhead console module powerstrip assembly 
(54,56) coupled to said at least one track and comprising; at least one overhead 



Application/Control Number: 10/710,897 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2833 

attachment strip (18) configured to couple to a vehicle overhead structure; and at least 
one electrically conductive strip (50,52) coupled to said at least one attachment strip; 
and a plurality of overhead modules (24) transitional, removable, and position 
interchangeable along said at least one track and comprising at least one modular 
connector (at 54,56) having at least one electrical contact for coupling to said at least 
one electrically conductive strip. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The followingjs a quotation of 35.U.S.C. 103(a) which forms^^^^ . . 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8, 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Dutta in view of Tiesler et al. (US 6,575,528). 

Dutta discloses substantially the claimed invention except for the location of the 
strip. Tiesler teaches the use of a strip along a longitudinal centerline of a vehicle, thus 
improving accessibility of the modules. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to form the strip of 
Dutta along a longitudinal centerline, as taught by Tiesler, to improve accessibility of the 
modules. 

Regarding claims 21 and 22, Tiesler teaches the use of a variety of modules, 
such as audio and video modules, ft would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the assembly of Dutta with 
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different types of modules, as taught by Tiesler, to provide a secure and versatile 
positioning of the modules. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dutta in 
view of Woertz (US 3,603,91 8). 

Dutta discloses substantially the claimed invention except for the spring loaded 
ground contact. Woertz teaches the use of a spring loaded ground contact to provide 
reliable grounding to the connector (claim 6). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to form the 
connector of Dutta with spring loaded ground contact, so as to compress when in 
contact with a ground strip, as taught by Woertz, to provide reliable grounding to the 
connector 

Claims 4, 10, 11 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dutta in view of Laser (US 3,569,899). 

Regarding claim 4. Dutta discloses substantially the claimed invention except for 
the flexible flange that flexes outward. Laser teaches the use of a flexible flange (26) 
that flexes outward when the connectors are removed to at least partially cover and 
prevent access to the conductive strip, thus protecting the conducting strip. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use a flexible flange, as taught by Laser, to protect the 
conductive strip. 

Regarding claims 10-13, Dutta discloses substantially the claimed invention 
except for plurality of channels/center member/spreading resistance. Laser teaches the 
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use of a plurality of channels (9,10) with a center member (8); and at least one electrical 
conductive strip comprising a power strip and a ground strip, the ground strip being 
coupled to and extending along the center member, and the contacts (46,47) having a 
spreading resistance, thus providing a secure holding of the connector. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to form the attachment strip and contacts of Dutta, as taught by Laser, to 
provide a secure holding of the connector. 

Additionally, on claim 13, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to form the power strip along the main 
member in order to satisfy preferred design requirements, and since it has been held 
that rearranging parts of an invention involves only routine skill in the art. In re Japikse, 
86 USPQ 70, 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 05/05/2006have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

In response to Applicant's argument that Dutta does not disclose multiple 
modules, please see col. 2 lines 55-57. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 4 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

In response to Applicant's argument that "the indents [of Dutta] are not 
attachment holes in that they are not use to attach the portion 48 to the track 18", 
please note that they attach and retain the portion (48) to the track. 
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In response to Applicant's argument that Dutta fails to disclose that the modules 
are interchangeable, please note the fact that applicant has recognized an advantage 
(not expressly stated) which would flow naturally from following the suggestion of the 
prior art cannot be the basis for patentability when the differences would otherwise be 
obvious. See Ex parte Obiaya, 227 USPQ 58, 60 (Bd. Pat. App. & Inter. 1985). 

in response to applicant's argument that it would not have been obvious to 
combine Dutta and Tiesler, because Tiesler does not provide electrical contract or 
electrical supply for the modules, please note that the test for obviousness is not 
whether the features of a secondary reference may be bodily incorporated into the 
structure of the primary reference; nor is it that the claimed invention must be expressly 
suggested in any one or all of the references. Rather, the test is what the combined 
teachings of the references would have suggested to those of ordinary skill in the art. 
See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981). 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 9-1 1 and 13 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Felix 0. Figueroa whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-2003. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 10:00am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on (571) 272-2800 Ext. 33. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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